VOL. 9 



NOVEMBER 1985 



Prabuddha Bharata 

OR 

AWAKENED INDIA 




By Karma, Jnana, Bhakti, and Yoga, by one or more or 

all of these the Vision of the Paramatman is Obtained. 
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Arise! Awake! And stop not till the Goal is reached. 



INTEGRAL VISION OF VEDIC SEERS* 

‘ Truth is one : sages call It by various names’ 
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[O Sraddha] just as the Devas had faith 
in [ their tight with ] the mighty Asuras, 1 so 
fulfil the desires of the sacrifices who seek 
happiness. 

Rg-Veda 10.150.3 

Gods, men and Vayugopa 2 worship 
Sraddha. Sraddha [is attained only] 
through heartfelt aspiration. Through 
Sraddha wealth is obtained. 

Rg-Veda 10.150.4 

Let us worship Sraddha in the morning, 
at noon and at sundown. O Sraddha, 
grant us faith. 

Rg-Veda 10.150.5 



* The Sraddha-siiktam, Hymn to Faith, but the hymn does not indicate that the gods 
begun last month is concluded here. Like were at enmity with the Asuras. 
medha (intuition) in Medha-suktam, here faith Vayugopa literally means ‘those who are 

is deified. protected by Vayu (air)’, but who they are is 

1* This is according to Sayana’s interpretation, not clear. 



* 



ABOUT THIS ISSUE 



This month’s editorial shows that, 
though everyone experiences the ego, its 
real nature can be known only through its 
various images, and that this knowledge is 
a key factor in the transformation of con- 
sciousness. 

In swami shuddhananda Swami Mukti- 
nathananda of Belur Math brings together 
a lot of biographical material, extracted 
from several authentic sources, on one of 
the foremost disciples of Swami Vivek- 
ananda. 

Though the four states of conscious- 
ness are well known, in the article under 
that title Sri Saumendra Nath Mukho- 
padhyay of Calcutta has not only made a 
new approach to the theme in the light of 



Patanjali’s yoga system but also provided 
some interesting hints on its sad liana aspect. 

CONFUCIANISM AND TAOISM by Dr. 

Amulya Mohapatra, Reader in Philosophy, 
D.A.V. College, Koraput, Orissa, is a lucid 
summary of the essential teachings of Con- 
fucius and Lao Tzu. 

In the songs of orpheus John L. Dob- 
son weaves together some strands of tradi- 
tion and history interlinking ancient Greece 
and ancient India. That, in spite of its 
fictionally autobiographical nature, the 

narrative is based on solid facts will be made 
clear in the second part of the article to be 
published in a subsequent issue. Its author, 
scientist by training and founder-director of 
San Francisco Sidewalk Astronomers, is a 
creative thinker and musicologist. 



IMAGES OF THE EGO 

(EDITORIAL) 



The ego— not to be got rid of but to be 
transformed 

Buddha renounced his kingdom and the 
pleasures of life with a view to finding a 
solution to the existential problem of 
sorrow. After six years of struggle when 
enlightenment dawned upon him under the 
Bodhi tree he discovered that the ego was 
the root cause of all suffering. He then 
exclaimed •: 

Many a House of Life 

Hath held me — seeking ever Him who wrought 
These prisons of the senses, sorrow-fraught ; 

Sore was my ceaseless strife*. 

But now, 

Thou Builder of this Tabernacle — Thou! 

1 know Thee! Never shalt Thou build again 
These walls of pain, 



Nor raise the roof-tree of deceits nor lay 
Fresh rafters on the clay ; 

Broken Thy house is; and the ridge-pole split! 
Delusion fashioned it! 

Safe pass 1 thence— deliverance to obtain. i 

This passage, in its original and interpreted 
versions, has inspired countless people to 
shun and despise the ego as the greatest 
evil. Here the ego is spoken of as the 
‘builder of the tabernacle’ and the ‘ridge- 
pole of delusion’. But who within Buddha 
spoke these words ? The ego itself ! Not 
the Supreme Self, for the Buddha did not 
believe in It. Here in this passage it is 
Buddha’s own ego that is addressing itself. 
Buddha’s ego could thus address itself be- 



L Sir Edwin Arnold, The Light of Asia 
(^London: Kegan Paul, 1943) p. 115 




